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Fostering Autistic 
College Student Success 
through Relationships 
with Others

Relationships 
with various 
people 
were key 
facilitators 
of success. Friends:

Friends were the second-most positive 
individual item on the survey’s 7-point Likert 
scale (x̅ = 6.02) and most popular code 
mentioned in students’ narratives
(n = 115 excerpts)

We recently conducted a national survey 
among 425 autistic undergraduate 
college students to learn how these 
students explain the factors that 
contribute to their success.

Family:
In their narrative responses, students frequently 
highlighted their parents as key contributors to their 
success (n = 45 excerpts). 

Faculty:
Faculty support also played an important role in 
student success in both the survey (x̅ = 5.29) and 
students’ narratives (n = 113 excerpts)
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